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Allowable Subject Matter 

The Appeal Brief filed on December 12, 2003 has been considered and is 
persuasive. 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is Examiner's reasons for allowance: The closest prior art is EP 
452,529 which teaches an artificial turf system comprising a base and a turf assembly 
wherein the turf assembly includes a permeable turf comprised of grass-like plastic 
blades knitted or otherwise attached to a backing sheet; an impermeable layer 
comprised of a sheet or geomembrane of impervious material such as polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyvinyl chloride disposed upon the base layer; a drainage layer 
disposed upon the impermeable layer wherein the drainage layer comprises vertical 
perforations for adequate drainage of water but fails to teach or suggest the inclusion of 
a moisture barrier layer as claimed. 

Nussbaumer (USP 4,768,897) teaches a multi layer plate for use in covering 
waste depositaries, comprising at least one drainage layer and a filter stabilization layer, 
the drainage layer serving to facilitate or enable the removal of water seeping 
downwardly from the surface of the depositary covering. 

Friedrich (USP 4,444,815) teaches a ground covering comprising water 
permeable filter mat impervious to granular material which is bonded to the underside of 
a water permeable artificial grass wherein water may drain immediately through the 
artificial grass and the filter matt to the underside of the ground covering. 
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The references, alone or in combination, are not seen to teach an artificial turf 
system comprising a base and turf assembly wherein the base includes a drainage 
system and the turf assembly includes an impermeable moisture barrier layer that is laid 
upon the base in such a manner that fluid may pass to the base only at predetermined 
locations that correspond to the drainage mechanism. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abraham Bahta whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1352. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday; 1 1:30 am - 8:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Deborah Jones can be reached on (571) 272-1535. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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